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offices. 


his past August the leading 

promoters from the NWA 

met in Las Vegas, Nevada 

just as they have since 1949 
to convene for their annual conven- 
tion. This year’s convention was very 
well attended and this meeting of the 
minds should go a long way to helping 
pro wrestling continue to be the 
number one sport’s attraction in the 
country. But in what direction is the 
sport headed? Never before has there 
been so much exposure on television as 
there is today. For the fans this is 
great, but in the long run is it really 
good for the sport? This question was 
raised, discussed and disected by 
everyone in attendance but no one 
could agree on an answer, Actually, at- 
tendance is up in more cities today and 
the promotors in these are 
crediting TV exposure for this in- 
crease. In other cities attendance is 
down. Promoters involved in these 
cities are blaming the over exposure 
brought about by cable TV for the 
decrease. The question then arises 
whether or not cable TV is a boom ora 
bust for pro wrestling. 

From the fan’s standpoint cable TV 
is great. Sitting at home he’s able to en- 
joy matches from Atlanta, Georgia; 
Madison Square Garden; Dallas, 
Texas; Tampa, Florida; San Antonio, 
Texas; the Capital Center and the list 


cities 


Verne Gagne and AWA promoter Leo Nomellini get together. 


IEDITOR’S CORNER 


could go on and on, On the other hand 
this abundance of TV makes it easy for 
someone to merely sit in the comfort of 
his own home and watch top matches 
in front of his television, without hav- 
ing to put up with the aggravation and 
cost of getting to and from the 
matches, paying for tickets and 
refreshments and all the other pro- 
blems which come into play. Everyone 
knows that watching the matches on 
TV is no substitute for the arena but 
the availability of TV now definitely 
gives one a choice. 

Besides, today cable TV has di 
covered wrestling. Just as TV in its in- 
fancy relied heavily on wrestling, cable 
TV is now going the same route. Dur- 
ing the ies and into the early Sixties 
wrestling flourished on the tube. Even- 
tually the ratings fell off and the 
number of hours of TV wrestling de- 
creased. In fact in the early Sixties 
wrestling could be seen in New Yor 
and surrounding cities on Tuesda 
nights from Sunnyside Gardens, N.Y 
from Bridgeport, Ct., Wednesd: 
and from the Capital Arena in Wash- 
ington, D.C. on Thursday hight from 
8:30 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. That 
amounted to two and a half hours a 
night for three consecutive nights! 
This lasted for a couple of years. Even- 
tually the Tuesday card was dropped, 
Wednesday was switched to Saturday 


and also dropped, while time on 
Thursday night dwindled until even- 
tually it too went off the air in New 
York, What happened? Over exposure 
had killed the fans desire to watch the 
televised matches. Wrestling may have 
died on TV but it still survived in the 
arenas and finally came back on TV 
via a UHF station. Do the events of 
twenty years ago have any bearing on 
what is happening today? Eventually, 
even the most die hard fans will tire of 
watching twelve hours or more of TV 
wrestling a week and when this hap- 
pens the ratings will plummet and 
when ratings decline programs cease to 
exist. Hopefully this will not happen to 
wrestling on the cable, but it could. 
When this happens the promoters 
whose attendance is down today just 
may find the people returning to the 
arenas in droves. Also Promoters who 
have people tripping over themselves 
trying to get through the turnstiles to- 
day may just be singing a different 
tune tommorow, because Cable TV 
with the promoting of cards outside 
the immediate area may someday 
cause a few of these greedy promoters 
to lose everything. 

Allin all cable TV has proven to bea 
boom, but in some cases a bust to the 
sport. Hopefully, however, this great 
sport will continue to prosper despite 
whatever problem may lie ahead. 
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Send Your Letters To: 
WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT 
Pumpkin Press, Inc. 

(Dept. LT) 

350 Fifth Avenue, Rm. 6204 
New York, N.Y. 10118 


Let Us Know What You Think! 


SNUKA FOREVER! 

I think that Wrestling’s Main Event 
is the greatest! 1 can always count on 
your staff to have articles on my 
favorite wrestlers, Lately WME hasn’t 
covered my favorite wrestler Jimmy 
“Superfly”? Snuka. He is one of the 
greatest and I think he deserves to bein 
the centerfold of your magazine. 
Please try to give him the coverage he 
deserves. 

Christol Ortiz 
Bronx, N.Y. 


Ed. Note: Say no more, Your wish is 
our command. Check out this month's 
centerfold, 


A SUPERFLY FAN 

He climbed up the ladder 

up to the top, 

Now that he’s number #1 contender 
He will never drop. 


Even with Albano 

he never wore a belt around his 
waist, 

Now that he’s with Rogers 

It’s not the title, but Muraco’s blood 
he tastes. 


Superfly Snuka is here to stay 

and no one will stop him in any way, 

Maybe he’ll win a title one of these 
days 

but for now, we’ll just have to sit and 
wait. 


LETTERS 


To you Jimmy Snuka, good luck 
with what you do 
you'll never have to worry about 
your fans, 
because they'll always be behind you. 
Chris Moss 
Columbia, MD 


BACKLUND THE WIMP? 
Tell me why doesn’t Backlund fight 


anyone outside the WWF? Is it be- 
cause he’s afraid of losing his title or is 
it just that Bobby (boy) Backlund is a 
wimp. He should be forced to fight 


someone like Ivan Putski, Mil 
Mascaras or Jimmy Snuka,. 
Mike Maruca 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Ed. Note: Perhaps you should be ad- 
dressing your letter to Backlund’s 


Bob Backlund 
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manager, Arnold Skaalund. After all 
he chooses the champ’s matches. 


SALUTE THE SGT. 

I’m referring to the September issue 
of WME. A letter called ‘*Gomer’s 
Garbage’’ was printed in your maga- 
zine from Long Island about Sgt. 
Slaughter whipping Bob Backlund on 
T.V. I thought it was great! I laughed 
through the whole thing, I even 
cheered him on. Then Backlund says 
that he wants to fight Sgt. Slaughter, 
so he gets the Chicken Wing on 
Slaughter and I was at ringside for that 
fight and I never heard ‘‘I give up’’! 
He’s the real champ. From now on I’m 
gonna salute the Sgt. 

Mike Hanf 
Quincy, Mass. 


HATS OFF TO THE BRISC 
WRESTLING Il AND WME 

I would like to take the time to thank 
you very much for the recent articles in 
the October issue of WME, ‘‘WE ARE 
THE GREATEST:”? CLAIM THE 
BRISCOS, and WRESTLING II is 
Number 1. It was real exciting to see, in 


the same issue, features on my three 
favorite wrestlers. 

Jack and Jerry Brisco are a team of 
destiny. They'll be the ones who unite 
all the tag team championships into 
one. Mr. Wrestling II will have the 
honor of taking Harley Race’s NWA 
world’s championship from him. 

May these three competitors have 
continued success in the years to come, 
Good luck to the Briscos and Wrestl- 
ing II. 

Clark Schnepf 
Big Rapids, Michigan 


BEACHED BUMMED OUT 

First off I would like to say that 
WME is the greatest magazine and 
brings the best of wrestling to 
everyone. I especially like Editor’s 
Corner and Wrestling Round Up and 
of course the color photos are just 
wonderful, 

I would also like to let you and the 
readers of WME know what I think of 
the so-called Magnificent Muraco, 
Well I don’t think he’s so magnificent. 
He seems to think that just because he 


has one damn belt that he owns the 
wrestling world, Well, sensational 
Rocky Johnson and Jimmy ‘‘Superf- 
ly”? Snuka are after his belt and to set- 
tle a few scores with him. Muraco your 
days are coming to an end. Soon to 
everyone’s delight you'll be just a 
memory, 
By the way who held the Inter- 
continental title before Muraco? 
Mazon Guingins 
Weston, Ont. 


Ed. Note; The great Pedro Morales 
held the title before Muraco, 


MAD ABOUT MURACO 
1 like your magazine a lot but I think 
you should have more about the 
Magnificent Muraco in it. He is the 
best wrestler ever and right now he is 
the Intercontinental Champion. I also 
want to say to all the Muraco haters. 
You are all a bunch of jerks and the 
next time you stand and yell ‘‘Beach 
Bum”? just watch him perform and see 

his true magnificence. 

Joe Alagia 
Yonkers, New York 
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WRESTLING’S ROUND-UP 


le would like to welcome 

everyone to another edi- 

tion of Wrestling’s MAIN 

EVENT. Since our last re- 
port NWA World’s champion Harley 
Race has been traveling the country in 
defense of his crown and the seven 
time champion seems invincible. But 
don’t overlook former champion, Ric 
Flair. Flair is determined to regain the 
crown and the cocky blond has the 
temperment and ability to regain the ti- 
£18 

WWE champion, Bob Backlund has 
recently turned back the challenge 
from the ‘‘Animal’’ George Steele, 
Sgt. Slaughter and even big John 
Studd. 

AWA champion Nick Bockwinkel 
has recently been having a hard time of 
it against Hulk Hogan and Rick 
Martel. Both men are determined to 
capture the AWA title from cham- 
pion, Bockwinkel... 

The hated Mr. Saito has been chas- 
ing Hulk Hogan all over the Mid West. 
The Japanese terror has now been 
joined by his former manager from 
Florida, Mr. Hattori, to help him in his 
battles, and so far the Japanese star 
has gotten the best of the Hulk.... 

Wild Bill Irwin has been running 
roughshod over everyone throughout 
the World’s Championship Wrestling 
region... 

Muscular Tony Atlas has returned 
to the East Coast. Atlas is now teaming 
with another muscleman, Rocky 
Johnson. Together these two stars 
make a fantastic duo.... 

Sheepherder, Luke Williams con- 
tinues to feud with Bobby Jaggers 
throughout the Lone Star state. The 
Sheepherder has accused Jaggers of 
driving Jonathan Boyd off the road in 
which he suffered a broken leg and 
numerous cracked ribs. Although 
Boyd is now out of the hospital, his full 
recovery is expected to take some time. 
In fact doctors fear that Boyd’s wrestl- 
ing career is over. Now you understand 
why Sheepherder, Luke Williams is so 
upset... 


In Dallas, the Freebirds and the Von 
Erichs continue to battle. At present, 
the Freebirds hold the six man World 
Class tag team championship. 

Another champion doing very well 
in World Class Wrestling is Gorgeous 
Jimmy Garvin, Garvin holds the Texas 
Heavyweight belt and neither of the 
Von Erich’s have been able to wrestle 
the title away from the smooth talking 
Garvin... 


The greatest card in the history of 
professional wrestling recently took 
place in San Juan, P.R. In all there 
were fifteen bouts featuring such inter- 
national favorites as Harley Race, Ric 
Flair, Abdullah the Butcher, Pedro 
Morales, Dory Funk, Jr., King Tonga, 
Carlos Colon, Ox Baker, the Invader, 
Dos Caras, Mil Mascaras and even An- 
dre the Giant! What a line-up. We 
hope to have a full report on this 


The Japanese terror, Mr. Saito 


Photos by George Napolitano and Roman Otten 
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Bob Backlund with Salvatore Beilomo 
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outstanding wrestling extravaganza in 
our next issue of MAIN EVENT... 

Joe LeDuc is the new Florida 
Heavyweight champion. The power- 
ful LeDuc has been feuding with Barry 
Windham and Dusty Rhodes but 
neither man has been able to contain 
the wild antics of the tough 
Canadian... 

Southern Heavyweight champion 
Ron Bass continues to be the most 
dominating force in the Sunshine 
state. Recently WWF champion Bob 
Backlund ventured to Florida to face 
Bass and in their match after twenty- 
four minutes of wild action the WWF 
champion was disqualified for refus- 


Ron Bass is now a different wrestler. 


ing to break his grasp on Bass. It seems 
that Backlund applied the chicken 
wing on Bass while Bass was outside 
the ropes. Once they moved back into 
the ring Backlund refused to relin- 
quish his grasp on Bass causing his dis- 
qualification. Needless to say many of 
the fans in Florida were disappointed 
in Backlund’s behavior... 

The Giant Kamala continues to bea 
thorn in the side of Andre the Giant. In 
a recent match in Houston, Kamala 
along with the ferocious Missing Link 
really did a number on the ‘Eighth 
Wonder of the World.’’ Andre has 
now vowed revenge... 

One of the wildest men in the sport 


has to be South America’s Tamba the 
Great! Tamba’s look, style and man- 
nerisms can only be compared to Ab- 
dullah and in time this newest madman 
will make quite a name for himself 
throughout the states... 


The Magnificent Muraco and 
“Superfly’’ Jimmy Snuka continue to 
battle all over the country. So far 
Muraco still has the Intercontinental 
belt in his possession but everyone is 
expecting the Superfly to knock off the 
man from Hawaii 


Playboy Buddy Rose is now being 
cheered throughout the Pacific Nor- 
thwest. Also there is Curt Hennig who 


The third Wild Samoan, Samala 
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The Sheepherders 
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holds the Pacific Northwest cham- 
pionship... 

Another star in the Washington 
region is the muscular Billy Jack. Keep 
your eyes on this youngster he has a 
very bright future ahead of him... 

The Road Warriors are still barrel- 
ing over everyone in the World’s 
Championship Wrestling territory. 

Ricky Steamboat and Jay 
Youngblood are determined to regain 
the NWA World’s tag team title from 
the hated Brisco Brothers. The Briscos 
and Steamboat and Youngblood have 
really built up quite an intense rivalry 
but so far the popular Steamboat- 
Youngblood combination has not 
been able to overtake the wild 
Briscos... 

Cowboy Bob Orton recently turned 
on Ric Flair in the Mid Atlantic area. 
For the past several months Orton has 


been appearing throughout the South 
but usually in preliminary bouts. By 
jumping Flair the Cowboy felt that he 
could gain instant recognition and he 
did. Orton is now one of the top men in 
the area... 

In recent weeks the Junk Yard Dog 
has been making appearances in 
Atlanta’s Omni as has Greg Valentine, 
Dick Slater and Roddy Piper. Add 
these stars to the regular Georgia 
favorites and you have quite an array 
of talent... 

Tito Santana has been doing very 
well for himself since returning to the 
East Coast. Wherever he appears ‘‘Ar- 
riba’ Santana has the fans standing on 
their feet cheering his every move... 

Gama Singh, the tough grappler 
from Punjab, India has been making 
quite a name for himself throughout 
the Caribbean, Not too long ago Singh 


Tampa wages all out war in the ring. 


The sensation from India, 
Gamma Singh 
battled NWA World’s champion 
Harley Race to a sixty minute draw in 
Trinidad. In a matter of time Gama 
Singh should be one of the top stars in 
the sport... 

Two other up and coming stars are 
El Gran Apollo and King Tonga. Both 
men are exceptional wrestlers and can 
excite the crowd with their sensational 
moves... 

The fiery Puerto Rican, Pedro 
Morales now holds the WWC North 
American belt as well as the WWC 
World tag team championship with 
Carlos Colon... 

Tom Lintz is another rookie that 
you should keep your eye on. Lintz 
trained under the legendary Verne 
Gagne and was the only man to com- 
plete Gagne’s rigorous training regi- 
ment. 

Good looking Alex Perez has the 
fans talking throughout the Lone Star 
state. Perez has only been wrestling for 
three years and he keeps on improving 
with every match. Right now legen- 
dary Lou Thesz is working with Perez 
trying to impart some of his knowledge 
into the talented latin. If Perez can 
learn even only a fraction of what the 


A wild eyed Tom Lintz glares at 
the camera 

great Lou Thesz knows, there will be 
no stopping this youngster from 
becoming a superstar 

That all for now, Please look for us 
on your favorite newsstand again next 
month, o 
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The “Playboy” is aptly named. 


‘Playboy’ Buddy Rose 
Turns A New Leaf 


t’s like Mr. Ripley himself was 
standing in the Portland Sports 
Arena that eventful Saturday 
night, saying like everyone else 
when they left the building....Buddy 
Rose a hero? Believe it or not you 
heard it right, the villianous 
“Playboy”? from the city that never 
sleeps has turned over a new leaf, It all 
happened when Rose and his new tag 
partner The Dynamite Kid battled 
Pacific Northwest Champion Curt 
Hennig and his partner Big Billy Jack. 
To say Rose and the Kid were not do- 
ing well would be an understatement as 
they missed moves, signals, and tags. 
Hennig took the first fall of this two 
out of three fall bout with a Flying 
Dropkick off the top turnbuckle. It 
was this move that had put Rose out of 
commission a month earlier with a 
sprained neck, Fall two was controlled 
by the Kid as he also did a Dropkick 
from the top turnbuckle followed by a 
Suplex and a Piledriver that almost 
took Billy Jack’s head off. 
With the bout tied at one fall apiece 
the action really got going fast and 
furious, Dynamite and Rose were dou- 
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by Jay Hamm 


ble teaming Hennig in the corner and 
the Kid was just about to deliver 
another Dropkick from the top rope 
when Curt ducked and the Playboy 
was out cold. Hennig fell on top of 
Rose for the victory. This incensed the 
Kid who began to scream at Rose 
blaming him for their loss. They 
argued and when the fists began to fly 
everyone knew that was the end of this 
partnership. Rose soon got the upper 
hand and punched and slammed 
Dynamite to the mat. Rose then signal- 
ed for his good buddies Rip Oliver and 
the Masked Assassin to enter the frey 
and get their shots in. They entered the 
ring but with a distinct twist, instead of 
helping Rose as everyone thought they 
would they knocked Rose to the mat, 
Repeatedly they pummelled the 
Playboy with punches and kicks. Billy 
Jack and Curt Hennig could not 
believe what they were seeing and both 
were bewildered, as they watched in 
amazement. Finally when they could 
take no more Curt and Billy came to 
Buddy’s rescue clearing the ring, post 
haste. 

Rose was left lying in the ring 


screaming, ‘‘Rip, Why Why did 
you do this.’’ Meanwhile, Oliver, the 
Assassin and the Dynamite Kid had 
entered the interview area and were 
telling the shocked TV audience of 
their master plan to triple team Buddy 
Rose. 

“*It cost me a whole lot of money to 
get the Dynamite Kid in my Clan but it 
was worth every penny.”’ Said Rip 
Oliver the self proclaimed leader of the 
Clan. The Kid also had a few choice 
words for the television audience, 
“Playboy Buddy Rose is a loser. He 
lost both falls of that tag match, the 
Dynamite Kid doesn’t associate with 
losers.’’ Buddy heard this and went in- 
to training to battle the men who had 
turned on him. He enlisted the aid of 
his two biggest enemies, Curt Hennig 
and Billy Jack. Both men at first hesi- 
tant since Rose had not done anything 
but cause pain to them previously. But 
they wanted to get at the Clan so bad 
that they decided to go for it, on one 
condition, Buddy Rose had to prove 
himself, and prove himself he did by 
defeating any and all comers. 

Buddy instantly became a target for 
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Buddy has the “Superfly” in a Side He 


> pnt 


gaan 


lly, Curt Hennig 


Buddy Leg Drops across Rip Oliver’s groin. 


The Playboy with former manager, The Grand Wizard, 
and entourage. 


Rose applies the pressure on Pedro Morales. 
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the rulebreakers of the area, but he 
defeated the likes of Chief Tapu, The 
Great Tio, Scott Ferris and many other 
rule benders, This showed Billy, Curt 
and the Fans of the Northwest that he 
was for real. Finally the big night of 
the outstanding Six man tag team 
match arrived. It was being billed as 
The People’s Army versus the In- 
famous Clan. Each man had a per- 
sonal vendetta against someone in the 
other camp. Rose wanted Oliver, while 
Curt and Billy hada score to settle with 
Dynamite and the Assassin. The ebb 
and flow of the bout went back and 
forth, sometimes all six men were in 
the ring at the same time. 

The end came when Rose went to 
slam Oliver and the Kid pulled his foot 
out from under him. Oliver fell on top 


Buddy holds on to Morales championship belt but not for long. 


and pinned the Playboy. Rose was 
down but definitely not out, he pro- 
ceeded to clean house on all three men 
sending them to the safety of the dress- 


e™® 
Rose and Hennig fight 
for a Backslide. 


Not always 


a crowd pleaser, but now he 
signs autographs for fans. 


ing room, 

Buddy has really gone out of his way 
to prove to everyone that he has really 
changed. You can now find him sign- 
ing autographs and posing for pictures 
whenever time permits and he has real- 
ly taken a liking to his new role. 

“I want to thank you people for 
backin me up,”’ said Rose during a re- 
cent TV interview. ‘‘All can do nowis 
back you up and that is by beating Rip 
Oliver and the Clan.”’ It is still hard to 
believe that Rose is a hero here in the 
Northwest, after being King of the 
Rulebreakers for over seven years. 
How long will this change of heart 
last? No one can really say for sure but 
right now the Playboy remains atop 
the Wrestling World here in the Pacific 
Northwest. a 
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Ron Sexton gets set to rumble. 


INTO THE SPOTLIGHT 


Ron Sexton: 
Making It The Hard Way 


itting in front of your television 

set and watching professional 

‘sports on one of the multitude of 
cable hook-ups; One thing becomes 
very clear, Today’s breed of athlete has 
experience in his sport extending back 
to grade school and has topped off that 
amateur training with four years of top 
college competition. 

Pro wrestling is no different. Any- 
time I look around a dressing room 
now, I see young men who were cham- 
pions in one conference or another 
before ever turning pro. Twenty three 
years ago, I myself turned pro less than 
one year out of high school, but that 
was twenty three years ago! Today, if I 
were to make it at all, | would opt for 
the extra four years in the amateur 
ranks to gain the extra knowledge and 
a definite edge. Big time sports is a 
tough row to hoe without it. 

The men who make it big today 
without that eight to ten years of ex- 
perience and training are few and far 
between. One such young man, who is 
giving it a hell of a try is the subject of 
this story. Ron Sexton is going about it 
the hard way. 

I met Ron Sexton fourteen years ago 
when he was barely a junior high 
school student. Sexton was playing 
football and baseball in his hometown 
of Knoxville, Tennessee. He was alsoa 
diehard fan of professional wrestling, 
religiously watching the Friday night 
matches and the Saturday morning 
television tapings. The late, great 
“Whitey’’ Caldwell was my partner at 
the time and we were the Tennessee 
Tag Team Champions. Young Ron 
was always in the group of kids at the 
dressing room door to talk and ask 
questions. We remembered him more 


y Les Thatcher 


because he did not ask the standard 
questions you hear there. Sexton was 
always intensely interested and would 
ask for details on how this or that hold 
worked. He told us many times that he 
was going to be a pro wrestler some- 
day. Most young fans say that, so, you 
learn to take it with a grain of salt. 
With all the traveling he does, the 
numerous cities he visits, and the peo- 
ple he meets, a wrestler tends to forget 
a few. So when I returned to 
““K-Town”’ six years later, it was quite 


a surprise when a stocky young referee 
told me his name was Ron Sexton and 
reminded me of our talks several years 
before. 

The story of Sexton’s trail to the 
rings of professional grappling is one 
of determination, In high school he 
became active on both the baseball and 
football squads, but at that time the 
local schools had no wrestling pro- 
gram. So Ron set about finding a way 
to learn the sport he loved the most. 

The young Knoxvillian kept haunt- 


Sexton’s about to fling Max Rivera into the ropes. 
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Photos by George Napolitano 


Sexton works out constantly: Here he is with Nautilus equipment. 


ing the local arena and TV station talk- 
ing with all the pros that would take 
time to listen. He watched and listened 
and believe it or not took notes on the 
many holds and moves. (Using these 
notes, Ron moved to his backyard 
where he tried what he had learned on 
his buddies. As he learned more from 
the notes, his buddies started to find 
other places to hang out. They didn’t 
like going home from the Sexton back- 
yard bruised and sore. 

Ron’s system of learning was slow 
and he kept looking for a way to learn 
faster and to learn more. His trips to 
the Friday night matches finally paid 
off, when he met a semi-retired ring 
veteran who had settled in Knoxville. 
The veteran had been looking for 
someone to work out with locally in his 
off time and since Sexton was willing 
to do anything to learn, they were 
made for each other, That veteran 
raked young Ron over the coals for a 
few months, but Ron hungin there and 
after a period of months was able to 
hold his own with the old timer. His 
workouts progressed and after high 
school, Sexton was able to get himself 
signed on some minor league wrestling 
cards around east Tennessee. It made 
him feel better about reaching his goal 
of joining the bone bending trade, but 
the big time was only something he still 
dreamed about. Many were the times 
he would work eight to ten hours at his 
construction job, then drive two hun- 
dred miles to wrestle in front of a 


22 WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT 


handful of fans for very little pay, then 
drag himself home in the wee hours of 
the morning, catch a few hours sleep, 
and head back to the construction site. 
He kept thinking that there must be 
something better than this. 

When Southeastern Promotions 
brought big league wrestling back to 
his hometown in the mid-seventies, 
Ron saw a chance to advance himself. 
He knew he did not have the resume to 
compete with the top stars Southeast- 
ern was bringing to town, but he 
thought if he could get work as a 
referee, it would gain him a lot of on 
the job experience up close and first 
hand. Ron approached the promoters 
with his idea and they liked it enough 
to put him through the NWA course 
for officials. All of a sudden Sexton 
was counting out men he used to buy 
tickets to see. That is when I met Sex- 
ton for the second time. 

Ron became a good official, but to 
him it was only a means to an end. 
After refereeing a match he would run 
the victor through a complex question 
and answer session on why he did this 
or did not do that. Anytime one of the 
wrestlers needed someone to workout 
with, Sexton was the first to volunteer 
for that duty. His desire to learn was 
such, that at times during these work- 
outs you had to remind him that he was 
not really in a match. 

After hearing some of the grapplers 
talking about their tough workouts 
with Ron, the promoters gave Ron a 


chance to fill in for injured or absent 
wrestlers on a few cards. That was all 
the encouragement he needed and he 
was ready to burn the “‘zebra stripes’’ 
forever! 

For the last five years Ron Sexton 
has been in what he thinks of as 
heaven. He has traveled a good por- 
tion of the world and is doing what he 
has wanted to do all his life. The going 
has not been easy and he realizes that 
most times when he steps into a wrestl- 
ing ring, the man he faces has a more 
practical, extensive background of 
their bu s and that he must com- 
pensate for that. He does it by reaching 
back into a lifetime of dreams, hopes 
and desire. He does it by remembering 
what he learned in a dingy, smoke 
filled little armory, instead of a 
modern college gym. He knows that 
they may have an edge, but Sexton has 
and is willing to pay his dues. 

By all accounts, Ron has proven he 
can be a success. During his nickel’s 
worth of years in the big time he has 
come up with regional titles in both 
Oklahoma and Kansas and has faced a 
large percentage of today’s top stars. 
He continues learning and improving 
with his sites set on even higher goals. 

Sexton has often beena visitor inmy 
Knoxville home. He would enjoy talk- 
ing about his theory of pro wrestling 
by the hour. On his last such visit 
before leaving for a tour of Puerto 
Rico, I asked him what his feelings 
were when he looked back over the last 
ten years of his life. ‘‘There are a lot of 
things still to do,”” began Ron’s reply. 
“I’ve added new goals to my career 
every year. But let’s face it, I’m very 
proud of coming this far. When we’re 
kids, we all dream of being something. 
A cowboy, a doctor, or maybe even a 
professional athlete, but how many 
can ever say they really did it? Very 
few, and I’m proud to say that lam one 
of those few. At times when I came up 
short or the everyday grind gets tome 1 
might think of quitting, but no matter 
what the future holds I can always say I 
made it the hard way. I’m most proud 
of that!’’ 

You took the words right out of my 
mouth, Ron my boy. If the next five 
are anything like the last five years, 
there will be pages to fill in wrestling 
magazines to describe the exploits of 
this man who did it the hard way. oO 


— eS ee 


Ron leaps off the ring ropes on to a hapless Max Rivera. Ron follows up with a Full Body Slam. 


A powerful Flying Drop Kick sends Rivera reeling. 


Joe LeDuc: 
As Tough As They Come 


by Lucy Taylor 


LeDuc applies a Wrist Lock on Barry Windham. 


’m a citizen of the world, a 
wrestler, a gentleman and a 
scholar, and the best.”” 

Not every wrestling fan would 
recognize Joe LeDuc in that state- 
ment, but it’s how the burly Canadian 
—ex-lumberjack, gourmet cook, and 
linguist — describes himself. Since he 
entered the sport 15 years ago, LeDuc 
has wrecked havoc on his foes in 
wrestling rings from Japan to New 
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Zealand and across the U.S. Most 
recently, LeDuc is making Florida his 
base. There his matches with Barry 
Windham have raised controversy and 
stirred concern throughout the State. 

That feud took it’s most disturbing 
turn when television footage showed a 
bloodied Windham prostrate in the 
parking lot outside a Florida arena on 
anight when he was scheduled to goup 
against LeDuc. 


A week later, a shaken-looking 
Windham claimed he was ambushed in 
the parking lot, dragged from his car 
and beaten by LeDuc and LeDuc’s 
friend Ron Bass. Since then, the 
LeDuc/Windham feud has become in- 
creasingly ferocious and bloody. 

“‘He’s a liar,’? LeDuc snarled when 
told of Windham’s accusation. ‘‘He’s 
so clumsy, he probably tripped getting 
out of his car.’’ 


LeDuc uses the Championship belt to batter Barry Windham. 


Barry Windham comes off the ropes into the waiting fist of LeDuc. 


Asked why Windham would invent 
such a story, LeDuc said, ‘‘I’m big 
around here now. Windham probably 
didn’t want to get in the ring with me 
that night.’” 

As far as his unpopularity with 
Florida fans goes, LeDuc couldn’t 
care less whether he’s hated or 
liked—as long as the money keeps roll- 
ing in. 

“T’m tired of kissing babies and 
shaking dirty hands,’’ said LeDuc, lac- 
ing up his wrestling boots before a 
televised match on Championship 
Wrestling from Florida. ‘I’m not here 
for a beauty contest or a popularity 
contest. I’m a professional.’’ 

If LeDuc talks tough, maybe it’s 
because he had to learn to be that way 
early just to survive. With no family, 
LeDuc was on his own at a very early 
age and more or less raised himself. At 
the age of 8, he was helping lumber- 
jacks branch out trees in the dense 
Canadian forests and soon ended up 


cutting down trees himself. Determin- 
ed to educate himself, LeDuc went to 
school whenever he could and finally 
completed his education by correspon- 
dence courses. 

“Thad to work to eat. It wasa rotten 
childhood. I had to learn right from 
the start how to be tough.’’ Exclaims 
LeDuc proudly. 

And tough he was. LeDuc was 
10-years-old when he had his first 
ight. The other boy broke his nose, 
and LeDuc remembers feeling the pain 
and anger. He fought back and ended 
up “‘beating the hell out of that other 
kid.”” 

LeDuc hasn’t stopped ‘‘beating the 
hell’? out of his opponents since. At 
16, he joined Canada’s illustrious 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police, 
where he worked in the narcotics 
department and trained dogs for at- 
tack and protection. It was while he 
was with the RCMP that LeDuc was 
sent into a tavern to bring out two 


men. One of them fired a bullet into 
LeDuc’s leg. As he told the story, 
LeDuc pointed to a round indented 
scar on his lower left leg where the 
bullet when in. And the man who shot 
him? ‘‘I got him anyway,’’ LeDuc 
boasts. ‘‘My leg was only broken.” 

In 1967, still with the Mounties, 
LeDuc served as a private bodyguard 
for dignitaries at the World’s Fair in 
Montreal, including Princess Grace 
and Charles de Gaulle. After the Fair, 
LeDuc went to Ottowa to train rookie 
Mounties in commando tactics and 
self-defense. It was there that a wrestl- 
ing promotor spotted him and recog- 
nized the potential of the 6'2”, 295 lb. 
Mountie. LeDuc agreed to wrestle one 
match. Says the ex-Mountie: ‘‘It 
didn’t take long to win it. I’d been 
fighting all my life. All it took was one 
blow.” 

Soon after, LeDuc turned to wrestl- 
ing full-time, a decision influenced in 
part by the Mounties’ decision to pro- 
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mote him to a desk job, where LeDuc 
knew he’d be miserable. Wrestling 
promised excitement, travel, and 
money, and a chance to make use of 
the toughness acquired over a lifetime. 

Looking back now, LeDuc regrets 


not starting wrestling earlier, ‘‘when I 
was 15 or 16. Wrestling is the best 
school. It’s the school of life.’’ 

A great traveler and lover of foreign 
languages and cultures, the French- 
speaking LeDuc learned English and 


then Japanese in his journeys around 
the globe. Everywhere he wrestled he 
acquired championships—the 
Southern Heavyweight Champion- 
ship, Florida Championship, Mid- 
Atlantic T.V. Championship, and in- 


Joe LeDuc admonishes his opponents with tag partner Cowboy Ron Bass at his side. 


LeDuc and Ron Bass confer with J.J. Dillon. 
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LeDuc applies a Chin Lock to Scott McGhee. 


ternational championships in Japan, 
Australia, New Zealand, and Ger- 
many. 

LeDuc also acquired his share of 
scars. The most noticeable is a long 
vertical one running almost the length 
of his torso. That was inflicted on 
LeDuc in Houston by a berserk man 
who slashed him witha knife as LeDuc 
was leaving the ring. 

“*My stomach was coming out, but I 
got the man. | fell on top of him, and 1 
pulled his eyes out. At the moment I 
didn’t think about dying, but then on 
the way to hospital, I wasn’t too sure.”” 

Incredibly, LeDuc was back wrestl- 
ing 3 days later, his stiches covered bya 
t-shirt. “I'd signed a contract, ’’ he ex- 
plained, ‘‘and I’m very serious about 
commitments.”” 

But undoubtedly the worst injury 
that LeDuc suffered turned out to bea 
double one that hit him at almost the 
same time. LeDuc was wrestling Dusty 
Rhodes when Rhodes piledrived him 
onto the concrete floor and broke 
LeDuc’s neck, leaving him paralyzed 
on the left side. 

He had been admitted to Tampa 
General Hospital and was awaiting 
surgery when LeDuc was informed his 
wife had died that same day. 


Joe LeDuc proudly displays 
the Florida Championship Belt. 


Joe LeDuc is about to come crashing down on Scott McGhee. 


Ten days later, LeDuc went back to 
Canada to get his three children. Only 
two months after that, he returned to 
the ring to the amazement of his doc- 
tors and has wrestled almost continu- 
ously ever since. 

He spoke with obvious pride of his 
children, a girl 52, a boy 14, anda 
17-year-old boy who is ‘‘tall and well- 
built and plays on his high school foot- 
ball team.” And maybe because of his 
own rough childhood, LeDuc has tried 
to make things better for his own kids. 
Asked what kind of father he is, he 
smiled and said, ‘‘the best, me and my 
children always talk and communicate 
and understand each other.’’ 

That’s the other side of Joe LeDuc. 
Behind the tougher-than-nails ex- 


terior, he’s also a devoted father, avid 
reader and linguist, and gourmet chef. 
“I learned to cook in the logging 
camp, and I still like to cook, mostly 
Canadian food. I cook Canadian 
roast, and I make a helluva Caesar 
salad,”” 

But that ‘‘gentleman and scholar’ 
side of Joe LeDuc was only seen for a 
moment. Then the conversation re- 
turned to wrestling and to LeDuc’s 
overriding goal in life. ‘‘I have just one 
goal,”’ he said bluntly. ‘‘I come here to 
make money and to kick the hell out of 
the people here.’? So saying, LeDuc 
headed for the ring and a chance to 
prove once again that, whatever else he 
may be, Joe LeDuc is one of the tough- 
est wrestlers in the ring today. ia) 
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y now the entire wrestling world 

is well aware of the events last 

winter surrounding Jimmy 
Snuka’s split with Captain Louis 
Albano, You may recall that Albano 
was accused of ripping off all of the 
money Jimmy made while under his 
management (Ed. note: This has never 
been fully proven or denied.) Then 
Albano and Ray Stevens brutally at- 
tacked Snuka and almost put him out 
of wrestling when Steven’s delivered a 
series of pile drivers, which drove Jim- 
my’s head and neck into the concrete 
floor. Buddy ‘‘Nature Boy’? Rogers 
subsequently became Jimmy’s manag- 
er and mended Jimmy’s rule breaking 
ways making him once again a fan 
favorite. 

Since that time Jimmy Snuka has 
become without a shadow of a doubt 
the most popular wrestler in the world. 
His name on a card is a promoter’s 
dream making the show an instant sell 


out. As one veteran promoter put it, 


Superfly Snuka: 
Still Flying High! 


by R.J. D’Ariano 


“Playboy” Buddy Rose. 


Snuka gives thanks as he chalks up another victory. 


“Everyone wants to come out and see 
the man who flies.” 

Recently Jimmy has entered a series 
of grueling battles with the Magnifi- 
cent Muraco for the Intercontinental 
Championship which Muraco holds 
(Ed. note: The Magnificent One is 
managed by Captain Lou Albano.) 
Mat stars from all over the nation are 
betting Snuka will eventually emerge 
champion. The following are some re- 


cent comments—Tommy Rich: ‘‘Both 
men are in fabulous condition but 
Snuka has that fire. I just think it’s his 
time.’? Former WWF champion, 
Bruno Sanmartino: ‘Although the in- 
cident with Albano was disgraceful 
and undoubtedly painful to Snuka in 
the long run it probably helped him as 
it gave him more drive, more desire. | 
think without a doubt the man will be 
champion.’? Hulk Hogan: ‘Snuka 


Rose is stunned by Jimmy’s elbow. 
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proved he’s great by the way he came 
back after what went down with his old 
manager. If he stays at it that belt will 
be his. 

Last winter under Buddy Rogers 
management, Snuka met and defeated 
both Albano and Ray Stevens. He then 
spent a great deal of time in tag team 
matches with partners Rocky Johnson 
and Andre the Giant. Several times 
Superfly delighted fans by standing on 
Andre’s shoulders and performing his 
incredible Superfly Leap from the top 
of the Giant onto his hapless oppo- 
nent. When we asked Rogers what the 
strategy behind these tag bouts were, 


he replied, ‘‘Jimmy needed some time. 
He had been through so much. | felt 
that Andre and Rocky would bea good 
influence on Jimmy and they sure 
were. It also gave Jimmy time to hear 
the fans cheers for 
realize how much they loved him. On 
behalf of Jimmy I'd just like to thank 
Andre, Soul Man Johnson and most of 
all the fans for helping us get through 
this tough transitional period. And 
mark my words Jimmy will be cham- 
pion. You can take that to the bank.”” 
It may seem ironic that Jimmy’s first 
important contest since his split with 
Albano one 
champions—the 


awhile and to 


involves of Albano’s 
Magnificent 
Muraco, but Albano claims it was all 
part of a master plan. ‘‘l know more 
about Snuka than anybody,"’ claims 
Albano, ‘‘He’s an island person just 
like Muraco, I set up a trap. The bait? 
The belt around Muraco’s waist! 
Snuka and that sleeze bag manager of 
his went for it, but that was their big 
mistake. Jimmy Snuka will be out of 
the game by the end of the year,”” 
Their first meeting at the Garden 
was a wild blood bath that ended in a 
double disqualification with all the 
wrestlers on the card separating the 
two men but it was only the beginning 
of a war that’s been brewing for over a 
year. Only time will tell, who will win 
this classic battle of good vs. evil 
Jimmy Snuka who does most of his 
talking in the ring says it all when he 
states, ‘‘Buddy Rogers, my friends 
and the fans saved my life and brother 
1 will never let you down. As long as 
my heart beats I will never let you 


down.”” 
Super words from a super- 
star—Snuka! a 


Spotlight On The AWA 


ight after night, week after 
week in cities both large and 
small throughout the Mid 
West and extending all the 
way across the United States and also 
Canada the stars of the AWA 
(American Wrestling Association) ex- 
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Crusher Blackwell comes crashing down on Greg Gagne. 


by George Napolitano 


cite the fans with their own brand of 
mayhem. From Winnepeg, Canada to 
Minneapolis-St. Paul, Chicago, 
Milwaukee, Denver, Salt Lake City 
and San Francisco crowds turn out in 
record numbers to see such stars as 
champion, Nick Bockwinkel, AWA 


tag team champions, Ken Patera and 
Crusher Blackwell as well as standouts 
Greg Gagne, Jim Brunzell, the fiery 
Rick Martel, Mr. Saito, Mad Dog 
Vachon, Baron Von Raschke, ‘‘Rock- 
n-Roll’” Buck Zun Hoff, Wahoo 


McDaniel, Blackjack Lanza and the 


Hisashi Shinma, Verne Gagne and Hulk Hogan 
get together before the matches. 


Sheik Adnan El Kassey sneers at the camera. Sheik Adnan El Kassey has Jim Brunzel trapped 
in an Abdominal Stretch. 


a = 


Baron Von Raschke mauls Ken Patera. 
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sensational Brad Rheingans. Besides 
these stars many greats from other 
areas frequently venture to the AWA 
to complete their sensational cards. 
Recently the dynamic Dino Bravo 
teamed up with the fantastic Rick 
Martel on a sell out card in St. Paul. 
Although Martel and Bravo are an 
amazing team, the wild ‘‘Sheiks’’, Ken 
Patera and Crusher Blackwell manag- 
ed to hold on to their title in this cham- 
pionship encounter. 

Not too long ago on a card pro- 
moted by former football great and 
now AWA representative Leo Nomel- 
lini the sensational Hulk Hogan 
battled the wild man from Orient, Mr. 
Saito, Several weeks ago Saito brokea 
trophy over Hulk Hogan precipitating 
this wild vendetta and since then the 
Hulk has been chasing Saito all over 
the country, Although the Hulk has 
not extracted his revenge yet, look for 
the muscular superstar to get back at 
Saito one way or another. 

Another rivalry in the AWA pits 
Nick Bockwinkel against Rick Martel. 
Martel is an excellent wrestler and has 
even managed to defeat Bockwinkel 
on acouple of occasions, but the crafty 


Ken Patera’s physique makes him 

a standout in the AWA. 
champion still has the prized AWA 
belt in his possession. 

Recently the fantastic Steve ‘‘O”’ 
has returned to the AWA scene. Steve 
originally learned his trade in the 
AWA before traveling across the 
country in search of fame and fortune. 


Rick Martel grabs Blackjack Lanza by the hair and slugs away. 
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Steve ‘‘O”’ was well on his way to be- 
coming one of the brightest stars in the 
wrestling profession, when the Great 
Kabuki, with a vicious side kick broke 
Steve’s wrist. Surgery was immediat- 
ely performed and after a two year lay- 
off Steve ‘‘O”’ is now on the road to 
recovery. During his tenure away from 
the mat Steve ‘‘O’’ served as guest 
commentator on the World’s Cham- 
pionship Wrestling program on Super- 
station WTBS and then moved on to 
Memphis where he began his come- 
back and also served as guest commen- 
tator. Today Steve ‘‘O”’ is well on his 
way to a full recovery and it will be 
great to see him back in top form. 

Another top contender for both the 
AWA singles title as well as the tag 
team title is the sensational Greg 
Gagne. Gagne is a superb ring techni- 
cian and using the vast experience that 
he has gained by wrestling the top stars 
that have passed through the AWA in 
the last eight years, Gagne is definitely 
@ title threat. He has already held the 
AWA World tag team title with his 
close friend, the equally talented Jim 
Brunzell, but it’s the AWA crown that 
he truly covets. Gagne would just love 
to capture the title and return it once 
again to the Gagne household. For 
years Verne Gagne proudly wore the 
AWA belt and now his son Greg’s 
dream is to do likewise. With his sensa- 
tional wrestling ability and the experi- 
ence which he has gained traveling 
across the country, wrestling the best 
men in the sport, Greg Gagne is in an 
excellent position to capture the title 
from champion, Nick Bockwinkel. 
But don’t count out Bockwinkel just 
yet. The man is a veteran of many ring 
wars and knows every trick in the 
book, Champion Nick Bockwinkel 
has successfully defended his title all 
over the United States as well as in 
Europe and Japan. It will take a super 
effort by a formidable grappler to top- 
ple Nick Bockwinkel from the number 
one position. 

All in all the AWA has possibly the 
best array of talent in the United States 
today. Because of this it’s no wonder 
that sell-out crowds are the rule in 
cities both large and small throughout 
the U.S. If it’s wild action that you’re 
looking for as well as superb wrestling 
techniques executed by master grap- 
plers, check out an AWA card. You 
will not be disappointed. a 


THE WILD SAMOANS 
To Them Every Match Is 


Total Warfare 


he Wild Samoans are the 
greatest tag team I’ve ever 
managed,”’ claims Captain 
Lou Albano. Yet that claim 
seems all too familiar, since Albano 
has said that about every tag team he 
has made into WWF Tag Team Cham- 
pions. Only now Albano seems more 


Afa and Sika make Patterson a victim of their warfare. 


by Frank Amato 


sincere about this recent claim. Well 
why not? Afa and Sika who form the 
team of The Wild Samoans are the cur- 
rent wearers of the coveted WWF tag 
title. In point of fact this is their third 
go round as champions. It ties a record 
set by Prof. Toru Tanaka and Mr. Fuji 
in the WWF. 


yy 


Afa and Sika, work over Pat Patterson. 


Afa and Sika tip the scales at 300 
pounds each and both are over 6 ft. in 
height, They are an awesome sight 
with their wild Afro hair and beards 
They wear sarongs over their long 
tights and they wrestle barefoot. 
Although they know how to execute 
every conceivable hold they prefer to 
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use rough and illegal means to over- 
come their opponents. You can’t 
argue with their success and with 
Albano as their guiding force they’re 
not likely to change their style. 
Recently after another successful 
night of defending their tag belts 
Albano agreed to speak about his 


i 


Sika gets in some Samoan Chops to his opponent. 
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champions. ‘‘Right now I see no im- 
mediate danger of my champions los- 
ing the belts. They have steamrolled 
over all opposition. They have totally 
dominated all tag teams who have tried 
to win the belts. Afa and Sika listen to 
my every word and orders. They know 
I’m in complete command. They are a 


Afa seems to have gone beserk here working over his opponent. 


great team but they need guidance. 
They are like children who must be 
taught and led by the hand. The chem- 
istry has worked beautifully and our 
success only proves this.’” 

Yes, the point has been proven, but 
three years ago they were just as suc- 
cessful as they were the champions and 
riding high listening to Albano’s every 
word. Then suddenly things started to 
go wrong. It was little things at first; a 
ed tag-off; a missed opportunity 
for a maneuver; signals missed. No 
matter how much Albano tried to rec- 
tify the situation it kept happening. 
Were Afa and Sika slipping? Were 
they getting stale? 

The answer was right in front of 
Albano but he failed to see it. Afa and 
Sika were thinking for themselves. 
They were champions and felt they 
knew what to do in their matches. Sure 
they let Albano handle their contracts 
and continued to train under him but 
even as Albano barked his orders dur- 
ing a match Afa and Sika would try 
things on their own. They were still 
winning but came close to losing many 
times. They finally lost the belts to 
Rick Martel and Tony Garea in a 
highly frustrating night. In front of a 
TV audience he slapped their faces in 
disgust. For Albano this was his way of 
tearing up a contract, 

Albano remembers all that and ex- 
plains his actions, ‘‘Listen up brother, 
I’m the boss at all times. When a 
wrestler signs on with the Captain he 
waves away all rights. I make all the 
deals, I sign all the contracts and what 
I say goes. You train my way and you 
wrestle my way. When I give orders I 
expect them to be obeyed. Afa and 
Sika are a great team and they felt they 
could act on their own but it proved 
totally disastrous for them. They 
would never have lost their belts had 
they listened to me. Children are 
punished when they don’t listen to 
their parents so I punished Afa and 
Sika. I’m the boss pure and simple.”’ 

Three years passed and once again 
Albano signed on Afa and Sika. 
Albano explains his reason. ‘‘Brother 
it was money. I’m nota fool. Afa and 
Sika area great team of winners if they 
are handled right and if they listen, 
They learned I was right all along. I did 
keep in contact with them and con- 
vinced them to rejoin the Captain but 


Ata‘and Sika display 


only under my terms. I convinced them 
we could own the world and make piles 
of money. One thing they know is that 
green stuff. They know the Captain is 
the supreme manager of tag teams. 
Under me I have held the WWF tag ti- 
tle 15 times alone, not counting The 
Mongols as International Tag Team 
Champions twice. And they remember 
Ivan Koloff was WWF Heavyweight 
Champion under me. You must admit 
brother that my record surpasses any 
manager in wrestling. So anyone can 
see why I insist things must be done my 
way. My way or nothing.’” 

So how did The Wild Samoans come 
to wrestle for Albano in the first place? 
Albano says, ‘‘It was High Chief Peter 
Maivia who first discovered them in 
Samoa, he tipped me off about them. 
He acted as my middle man. I saw 
films of them and after that I knew 
that was my next tag team. They werea 
success before I got them but I brought 
them greatness. All they needed was 
the proper guidance and after all I’m 
the guiding light. I promised them the 
title and they won it. They never forgot 
that even tI fired them,’” 

Afa and Sika were indeed dis- 
covered by High Chief Peter Maivia 
and trained under him. That was about 
1970 and back then they abided by the 
rules as did Maivia. When they first 
started out they were known as The 
Islanders. They were clean cut in 
looks, wore trunks and island leis and 
sarongs. They held the Hawaiian Tag 
Team Championship and Pacific 
Coast Tag Team Championship. Later 
they held the IWA Tag Team Cham- 
pionship. Then came the Asian Tag 
Team Championship. 

In 1980 it was Albano who changed 
Afa and Sika into the new infamous 
Wild Samoans. He changed their style 
and their looks. The Wild Samoans 
first won the WWF tag belts from Ivan 
Putski and Tito Santana. They ruled 
for several months until a fateful night 
in August in 1980 at Shea Stadium 
when they lost the belts to Pedro 
Morales and Bob Backlund. Fate 
would deal itself a hand when Morales 
and Backlund relinquished their newly 
won belts because Backlund as WWF 
champion had too many prior com- 
mitments. So after a lengthy tourna- 
ment was held Afa and Sika regained 
the belts beating Tony Garea and Rene 
Goulet. Then came that disaster 


against Garea and Martel. 

After being fired by Albano The 
Wild Samoans did plenty of traveling. 
They toured the Far East and South 
Africa. In the Caribbean they held the 


Bob Backlund is caught in Afa’s dreaded finisher The Backslam. 


Caribbean Tag Team Title and North 
American Tag Team Title. In the Mid- 
South region they held the Mid-South 
Tag Team Title. Then prior to rejoin- 
ing Albano they had won the Georgia 
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Afa shows great disdain from warning by 
referee Billy Caputo as opponent gets choked. 


WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT 45 


National Tag Team Title under man- 
ager Sonny King. It was from King 
whom Albano purchased their con- 
tract. Albano proved it was money 
well spent, 

Well spent indeed. When the Wild 
Samoans returned to the WWF the 
champions were The Strongbows, 
Chiefs Jay and Jules, And things did 
seem bleak for Albano’s duo, They 
tried and tried to win the belts but fail- 
ed. Had the Albano magic failed too? 
Not quite. Albano put them through a 
tough training schedule and went over 
their mistakes again and again, Afa 
and Sika then triumphed bringing 
Albano the belts after destroying the 
Strongbows on TY, Since then it has 
been victory upon victory with no end 
in sight, 

So what does a team do after win- 
ning the title that keeps on winning? 
Why they form a threesome of course. 
Now there is a third Samoan called 
Samala, Samala is younger but just as 
tough and just as big. In fact he’s still 
growing in weight. He now tips the 
scales at 270 pounds. When Afa and 
Sika are not defending their title belts 


they team with Samala in Six Man Tag 
Team Matches. Also if Albano cares 
to, he himself may include his body as 
a third member of the threesome or in 
Eight Man Tag Team Matches. 

Albano is equally proud of Samala, 
as well, saying, ‘‘In Samala I’m mold- 
ing a young man very early. He did a 
brief tour of Texas first to get his feet 
wet. Now I have him here and he’s 
learning quickly. To prove it when 
Sika injured his leg Samala teamed 
with Afa and they beat Jay and Jules 
Strongbow several times. It just shows. 
what a great manager the Captain is, 
when I can take a young inexperienced 
wrestler and make him champion 
material, Samala will be the future of 
The Wild Samoans. Also, brother, 
before long there will be even a fourth 
Samoan but that is for the future. | 
have long range plans,’* 

The Wild Samoans, Afa and Sika 
make an awesome team, on their own, 
With Samala they’re plain devastat- 
ing. Can you imagine a fourth? 
Albano smiles, “‘Afa and Sika make 
every match a war. They don’t like los- 
ing. I don’t like losing. Samala is learn- 


ing all this. Take it from the Captain, 
brother, the Wild Samoans will 
dominate wrestling for many years to 
come and Captain Lou Albano will 
guide them.”’ 

Afaand Sikaare still rolling along as 
champions. Of course there is still 
competition. First there are The 
Invaders, a masked duo from Puerto 
Rico. So far Afa and Sika have fended 
them off but lightning could strike. 
There is the new team of Tony Atlas 
and Rocky Johnson plus Ivan Putski 
and Tito Santana. Any of these teams 
could pull it off but will they? 

“No way, brother,’’ says Albano, 
“We have beaten The Invaders and I 
see no threat, Atlas and Johnson are 
still untried as a team. As for that 
idiot Putski and Santana, well didn’t 
we beat them years ago for the belts 
and they never could regain them, 
Afa and Sika will beat any tag teams. 
You name them, brother and they 
will lose to my champions. As I said 
before Afa and Sika make total war- 
fare and other wrestlers just wrestle, 
That is our edge. We will reign 
supreme forever,’” is) 
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A bloody Wahoo McDaniel has Slater down. 


MATCH OF THE MONTH 


In A Double Strap Match! 
WAHOO MC te ls & RODDY PIPER 


GREG VALENTINE & DICK SLATER 


ecently the Richmond Col- 
iseum was once again the 
scene of a wild confron- 
tation as Roddy Piper and 
Wahoo McDaniel battled Greg Valen- 
tine and Dick Slater, in a double strap 
match, In the battle Greg Valentine 
was strapped by the wrist to Roddy 
Piper while Wahoo McDaniel was 
strapped to Dick Slater. The rules of 
this bout were similar to a regular strap 
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Richmond, Virginia 


match in that the first person able to 
drag his opponent around the ring and 
touch all four ring post would be 
declared the winner for his particular 
team. 

Before the action began Greg Valen- 
tine and Dick Slater refused to enter 
the ring but once referee Stu Schwartz 
managed to clamp on the straps there 
was no escape. Wahoo pummeled 
Dick Slater repeatedly with the strap 


while Roddy Piper did the same to 
Greg Valentine. Several times the tide 
turned in favor of Valentine and Slater 
but for the most part Wahoo and Piper 
controlled the battle. The end came 
when Wahoo managed to drap Dick 
Slater around three corner post while 
Roddy Piper belted Greg Valentine on 
the other side. As Wahoo approached 
the fourth post, Slater held onto the 
bottom strand of the ropes for dear 


Piper has the strap around Valentine’s neck and tugs. 
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Wahoo strangles Dick Slater 


The action gets out of hand as all four combatants take to the ring. 


life, but Roddy seeing this dove into 
Wahoo sending him into the fourth 
corner and victory. 

As soon as the match officially end- 
ed Slater dragged Wahoo outside the 
ring and there he managed to remove 
his strap and tie it to the ropes. As 
Wahoo laid helpless on the floor 
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Valentine and Slater went to work on 
Piper. Soon Piper was a bloody mess 
but once Wahoo managed to untie 
himself from the ropes Greg Valentine 
and Dick Slater ran for cover. 

Action highlights of this bout have 
been captured on the pages of Wrestl- 
ing’s MAIN EVENT. 


Roddy Piper and Wahoo McDaniel 
prepare to be tied to their opponents. 
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Carlos Colon, Victor Jovica, Fabulous Moolah, Victor Quinones and Donna Christanello 


Las Vegas Hosts 
The NWA Convention 


n Aug. 21, 22, 23 at the 
Dunes Hotel in beautiful 
Las Vegas, Nevada the 
NWA held its yearly con- 
vention. The 1983 edition of the NWA. 
Convention continues a tradition 
started in 1949 and this year’s conven- 
tion host, Mr. Fred Ward from Colum- 
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by George Napolitano 


bus, Georgia remembers each and 
every one of them. ‘‘It’s always a great 
pleasure and quite a thrill to see old 
friends and renew acquaintances with 
the people you talk to all year on the 
phone,’’ Mr. Ward said. ‘‘Every year I 


eagerly await the convention and once 
it’s over I begin preparations for the 
next one. It is my hope that everyone 
will be able to work out any problems 
that they might have and that we will 
be able to work together to truly pro- 
mote the great sport of professional 
wrestling.” 
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In attendance at this year’s con- 
vention were promoters from all 
around the globe. Those who attended 
this successful convention were: Mr. 
Hisashi Shimna from Tokyo, Japan; 
Steve Rickard from New Zealand; 
Ron Miller from Australia; Mrs, Lea 
Miavia from Hawaii; Stu Hart from 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada; Jack and 
Ed Tunney from Toronto, Canada; 
Victor Quinones from the Caribbean; 
Vince McMahon from New York; 
Ralph Freed from Atlanta, Georgia 
Fred Ward from Columbus, Ga.; Jim 
and David Crockett from Charlotte, 
N.C.; Elliot Murnick from Richmond, 
Virginia; Jim Barnett from Miami, 
Florida; Bronco Lubich from Dallas, 
Texas; Bob Geigel from Kansas City, 
Mr. Mike LaBell from Los Angeles, 
Ca; Don Owen from Portland, Ore.; 
Sandy Barr from Seattle, Wash. 

At this year’s convention Bob 
Geigel was once again elected Presi- 
dent of the NWA and his term will con- 
tinue until the next convention con- 
venes, The purpose of this convention 
was to develop greater cooperation 
and understanding among the various 
promoters around the world and with 
the proliferation of cable TV this is 
needed now more than ever before. 

Besides the promoters listed above, 
there were also quite a few wrestlers in 
attendance at this year’s convention. 
Included were; current NWA World’s 
champion Harley Race; former NWA 
champions: Ric Flair; Dusty Rhodes, 
Dory Funk, Terry Funk and Baba the 
Giant; Women’s World champion, the 
Fabulous Moolah, as well as Mike 
Graham, David Von Erich, Ron 
Fuller, Ole Anderson, Seji Sagaguchi, 
Victor Jovica, Carlos Colon, Ray 
Apollon, Brett Hart, Donna Cris- 
tianello and Peggy Patterson. 

The 1983 edition of the NWA con- 
vention was a tremendous success and 
special thanks has to go to Mr. Fred 
Ward for working out the finer details 
of this three day event. Next year’s 
convention is once again scheduled for 
Las Vegas and it is hoped that even 
more promoters and wrestlers will turn 
out to support this very worthwhile 
undertaking. Only with meetings such 
as this will the sport of professional 
wrestling continue to grow and pros- 
per in the coming year. a 
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Ed Tunney and Hisashi Shinma 


Ron Fuller and David Von Erich 


(left to right) Baba, Vince McMahon, 
Hisashi Shinma and Seji Saguguchi 


(left to right) Carlos Colon, Victor Quinones, 
and Victor Jovica 


Mrs. Lia Maivia and Mrs. Juanita McMahon 
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(left to right) Mrs. Miavia, Ric Flair and Moolah 


Dusty Rhodes and WME editor 
George Napolitano 


(left to right) David Von Erich, 
Jim Barnett and Ron Fuller 
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(left to right) Fred Ward, Ralph Freed and Ole Anderson 
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: or 
: (left and right) Dory Funk, Verne Gagne, 
Terry Funk and Vince McMahon 


Wild Bill Irwin 


BAD GUYS DON’T 
ALWAYS WEAR BLACK 


by Jean Manning 


was sitting in the Omni one 

night waiting for the next match 

to begin when, above the usual 

noise of the crowd, I heard a 
loud popping sound that resembled 
firecrackers. I thought, oh great, a fan 
has gotten a little out of hand with a 
batch of noisemakers left over from 
the Fourth of July. Then the crowd 
started to part and settle down. I 
peered through the masses and saw the 
most awesome man wearing a white 
cowboy hat and white duster making 
his way to the ring. As he walked down 
the aisle I saw the origin of the loud 
popping sound. In his hand was a 
bullwhip and he was using it to clear 
his path to the ring. 

Inside the ring stood the 6 foot 2 
inch, 260 pound wrestler known as 
“Wild Bill Irwin,”’ and in nis hand was 
another 6 feet of braided leather. Was 
this man just another crazy wrestler 
with a gimmick or did he know how to 
use the bullwhip? The man may seem 
crazy, especially if you’re in the ring 
with him, but the whip is no gimmick. 
Irwin is the master of the leather snake 
that he keeps by his side. He is in 
charge of its every coil and hiss. With 
the mere flick of his wrist he has made 
his ‘‘toy’’ lash across many of his op- 
ponents’ bodies. 

Wild Bill Irwin’s road to the world 
of professional wrestling took many 
detours before he got where he is to- 
day. In high school and college he ex- 
celled in hockey and wanted to become 
a professional hockey player. His last 
year in college found him skating on 
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Irwin cracks his whip prior to the match. 
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“thin ice.’’ His future in hockey didn’t 
look promising so he went to another 
sport that he liked, wrestling. 

With a brother in professional 
wrestling, the switch from the rink to 
the ring was made much easier. He 
trained with his brother in North 
Carolina and entered the world of pro- 
fessional wrestling 6 years ago. Since 
his debut in the ring he has wrestled in 
North Carolina, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Florida, Tennessee, Texas and he is 
now returning to Georgia. He has held 
several regional belts including the 
Texas Heavyweight belt, the Texas TV 
title, the Texas Tag Team title, and the 
Southeastern Heavyweight belt. He 
has wrestled against such greats as the 
Von Erichs, Ric Flair, and Ernie Ladd, 
just to name a few. 

Appearing in the wrestling world as 
a ‘‘Wild’’ cowboy is not much change 
for the young wrestler from Boulder, 
Colorado. Raised around cattle and 
ranches, it’s only natural that a white 
cowboy hat, duster and boots look so 
well on the handsome, young man. His 
fascination with the whip began when 
he was a young boy and has followed 
him through life. The days when he 
would dally with whips made from 
ropes and nails are over. The whips 
and leather goods that he uses today 
are made especially for him by a man 
in Texas. The nickname ‘‘Wild’’ was 
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Irwin has Tommy Rich trapped in an agonizing Chin Lock. 


ds 


Tommy Rich grabs hold of Bill’s bullwhip. 


pinned on him when he wrestled in 
Dallas, Texas. 

Bringing a whip to the ring you 
would think he uses it as an equalizer 
to compensate for his wrestling inabili- 
ty, ‘‘No, not at all.’’ Claims Irwin, ‘‘I 
don’t feel I need the whip in the ring, I 
only use it to intimidate si1y opponent. 
I very seldom use it in the ring. I’m an 
aggressive wrestler, I go out there for 
the three count. I don’t care if the fans 
like me. I’m not here to be a ‘‘good 
guy,’’ I’m here to wrestle.”” 


Wild Bill Irwin’s return to 
Georgia was no surprise. He came 
back to settle a personal grudge he’s 
inst Tommy Rich for years. 
popularity and success in 
the business make me sick. I use the 
whip on Tommy Rich because he 
deserves it. I have to show him he’s not 
such a pretty boy. I left the area years 
ago to learn my craft so that one day I 
could come back and teach him what a 
great wrestler really is like. It’s time he 
learned a lesson, he deserves to have 
my whip lash across his back.”” 

The whip has lashed across 
Tommy’s back many a time since Ir- 
win’s return, In a match between Buzz 
Sawyer and Tommy Rich, Irwin inter- 
fered, using his whip to quiet Tommy 
down. The beating did nothing but 
enrage Rich. The next match he would 
have would be with Irwin and he would 
set the rules. The match was schedul- 
ed, the whip would be tied toa six foot 
pole secured on the ring post in a cor- 
ner. The first man to climb up the pole 
and untie the whip would, of course, 
get to use it. Irwin’s confidence wasn’t 
shaken because even if Rich got the 
whip first, he ainly didn’t know 
how to use it. It takes years of practice 
to properly use a bullwhip. Years that 
Irwin had already invested. 

The match began with Tommy hav- 
ing quite an advantage over his larger 
opponent. Rich’s aggression was stop- 
ped short when Irwin landed several 
elbow smashes on Rich. It was easy for 


cer 


Wild Bill walks into the ring. 


Irwin, being the larger man, to throw 
Rich out of the ring, giving him extra 
time to go after the whip. But Irwin 
needed more than time when Rich 
entered the ring and pulled him down 
from the pole. Both men were battling 
furiously and constantly climbing 
toward the corner with the whip tied 
on the pole. Neither man would tire or 
give up, Irwin gained the advantage 
when he started beating Rich with a 
chair he had gotten ringside. The 
beating seemed to enrage Rich and he 
threw Irwin out of the ring, only to 
have him return shortly. Both men 
started climbing the pole but Irwin 
seemed to be gaining the upper hand 
when he pulled Rich down and started 
pounding on his bad knee. The batter- 
ing Rich’s knee endured stopped him 
long enough for Irwin to climb the pole 
and release his leather friend. Once 
again Rich felt the sting of the leather 
across his back. Red ribbons of blood 
were appearing vividly every time Ir- 
win made his coiled comrade dance on 
Tommy’s flesh. No one could believe 
that Rich could take such a physical 
beating and a whipping and come 
back, but not many know Tommy 
Rich. What he lacks in size and ability 
he makes up for in heart. Rich came up 
off the canvas like a mad man. He was 
not about to lie there in his own blood 
and sweat and get beaten. His enraged 
fury threw Irwin off guard. Could this 
pretty boy really fight? He began 
beating Irwin, kicking, punching, and 
finally loosening his grip on the whip. 
Tommy got possession of the bloodied 
whip and it was Irwin’s turn to feel the 
sting. Tommy’s lack of skill with the 
whip didn’t matter; he couldn’t make 
it pop and hiss but he knew how to 
make it land on Irwin’s body. Now the 
tables were turned, Irwin’s leather toy 
was in someone else’s hands and the 
game wasn’t so much fun. 

When the excitement died down, 
there in the ring stood a bloody Tom- 
my Rich and in the aisle stalked a 
disgusted Wild Bill Irwin. The remain- 
ing question is whether Tommy Rich 
will be capable of standing up against 
the wild cowboy from Texas again? I 
know this match didn’t end a feud but 
maybe it added a little fuel to an ex- 
isting “‘Wildfire.’’ There will be a 
“next time’’ for the cowboy in the 


. 4 white hat to prove that bad guys don’t 
Irwin comes crashing down on a prone Tommy Rich. always wear black. o 


Wild Bill Irwin applies a Side Headlock on a grimacing Tommy Rich. 
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April/83 


WRESTLING'S 


August/83 


July/83 


Amount Enclosed $ 


Name 


Address 


City 


State. 


Foreign orders: For each issue ordered, please add one dollar 
(US) for boat mail; add two dollars (US) if sent by air. New York 


State residents, please add sales tax. H 
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Presents 
“Playboy” 
Buddy Rose 
vs. 
Pedro Morales 


